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It's almost Sukkot, and Micah and his family are heading to Farmer Jared's pumpkin patch. Micah

wants to find the very best pumpkin to decorate his family's sukkah, but Farmer Jared says his

pumpkins can also go to a soup kitchen, to feed people who need a good meal. What will Micah

decide to do with the best Sukkot pumpkin ever?
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Laya Steinberg, author of two other award-winning picture books, teaches art and design to high

school students, tends a community garden, and works in her basement pottery studio. She lives

near Boston, Massachusetts, with family.Colleen Madden has illustrated many children's books.

When she's not drawing and daydreaming, she's out chasing chipmunks on a trail, learning how to

make socks, and eating lots and lots of sushi. She lives near Philadelphia.

Winter is around the corner and before the frost comes Jared has volunteered to help pick

pumpkins. The more he finds the more the local soup kitchen will receive. By helping the soup

kitchen, Jared learned they will be taking part in tikkun olam, which is repairing the world.

JaredÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s experience was that he donated his idea of a perfect pumpkin for



decoration, a small one for soup and a mushy one would be perfect for compost. He managed to

salvage some seeds from it.Sukkot is the Jewish harvest holiday that commemorates the forty years

the Israelites wandered in the desert and lived in temporary shelters. Author Laya Steinberg and

illustrator Colleen Madden have created a delightful story full of colorful pictures that will engage

children to be mindful of those who have less and to want to help within their own community.
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